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Distinguished Venture Capital Panel 
On Financing Fast Growth 
Maine private equity and venture capital fund managers are converging on Thursday, June 15 at the Portland Regency Hotel to present a free seminar, Financing Fast Growth in Maine. The managers will discuss each of their funds and share strategies with entrepreneurs on how to best access these funds. They also will explore the range of available equity sources – venture capital, angel investment, and mezzanine capital – as well as grants. For businesses needing capital to finance research and development, or anticipating the need for growth capital, this forum will provide a wealth of information and networking opportunities. 
The presentation is from 10:00 am to noon, followed by a reception and buffet lunch at which the professional fund managers and investors will be available for one-on-one exchanges. The program and luncheon are free of charge but registration is advised.  
Financing Fast Growth in Maine is open to any high growth, high tech or innovative businesses, as well as advisors to these groups who want to learn more about non-traditional sources of funding.  Attendees will learn about equity sources and how to tap them, the venture capital process, how angel investment differs from venture capital, and innovation and technology grants, including SBIR and state grants.  The panelists will include:  

· Michael Gurau and Mike Burgmaier of CEI Community Ventures, a $10 million fund targeting growth businesses in underserved regions of ME, NH and VT; 

· John Burns of the Small Enterprise Growth Fund, an $8M venture capital fund targeting early stage companies in Maine;

· Jesse Devitte of Borealis Ventures, a $20 million fund targeting early stage technology companies in northern New England; 

· Mark Morrissette of North Atlantic Capital, a $75 million private equity fund targeting late stage businesses in northeastern and mid-Atlantic states;

· Tucker Kimball of the Maine Technology Institute, a state-funded entity offering early-stage and commercialization assistance; 
· Charles Sidman of Maine Angels, an organized group of more than 25 individuals who make early-stage equity investments;
· Nat Henshaw of CEI Ventures, a $20 million fund targeting growth companies in the eastern US; 

· Tim Agnew of Masthead Venture Partners, a $160 million venture capital fund targeting early stage technology companies in New England.

Financing Fast Growth in Maine is being presented by the City of Portland Economic Development Division and CEI Community Ventures.  The forum’s sponsors are Berry, Dunn, McNeil & Parker; Pierce Atwood; TD Banknorth and Mainebiz. Register by contacting the City of Portland Economic Development Division at nrh@portlandmaine.gov or (207) 874-8683 ext.5 
